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1 . THE SECRETARY'S ABBREVIATED BILATERAL MEETING WITH 
GUATEMALAN FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA AT THE UN SEPTEMBER 27, 

CUT SHORT BY THE SECRETARY'S NEED TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON, 

WAS DEVOTED ENTIRELY TO BELIZE. 

2. MOLINA, CONFIRMING THAT HE WAS TO MEET THE NEXT DAY 
WITH BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY OWEN ON BELIZE, OFFERED 
A GENERALLY POSITIVE REACTION TO THE EXPLORATORY TALKS 
WHICH HAD BEEN HELD RECENTLY IN LONDON BETWEEN A TEAM OF 
GUATEMALAN NEGOTIATORS AND BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES 
(LONDON 16136). HE SAID THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME THERE 
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HAD BEEN REAL ADVANCES IN THE CONVERSATIONS. THEY HAD 
NOT COME TO ANY DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS AND NO FORMAL COMMIT 
MENTS HAD BEEN MADE, BUT CERTAIN FORMULAS HAD BEEN ADVANCED 
FOR CONSIDERATION AND THE BRITISH HAD SHOWN THEMSELVES 
MORE REASONABLE. AT LEAST, THE BRITISH UNDERSTOOD, MOLINA 
SAID, THAT AN OUTLET TO THE SEA WAS VERY IMPORTANT TO 
GUATEMALA. HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE TWO SIDES WERE 
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STILL FAR APART. 

3. AFTER A MAP REVIEW OF SOME OF THE POSSIBLE TERRI- 
TORIAL DIVISIONS WHICH HAD BEEN DISCUSSED IN LONDON AND 
A REFERENCE BY MOLINA TO A POSSIBLE DEMARCATION LINE 
RUNNING WEST FROM THE MOUTH OF THE MONKEY RIVER. THE 
SECRETARY NOTED THAT HE HAD TALKED WITH THE BRITISH AND 
THAT HE THOUGHT THAT THE MONKEY RIVER WAS OUT OF THE 
QUESTION AS FAR AS THE BRITISH WERE CONCERNED. HE SAID 
THAT A SETTLEMENT BASED ON A LINE IN THE REGION OF THE 
MOHO PLUS THE RANGUANA AND SAPODILLA CAYS WAS SOMETHING 
THAT THE BRITISH COULD BE PRESSED TO DO AND WE COULD 
LEAN PRETTY HARD ON THEM TO DO IT. BUT THE SECRETARY 

SAID HE SAW LITTLE FLEXIBILITY NORTH OF THE MOHO AND 
AGUACATE RIVERS. 

4. MOLINA ARGUED THAT THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT COULD 
NOT SELL A MOHO SETTLEMENT TO THE GUATEMALAN PUBLIC, 
QUOTING PRESIDENT LAUGERUD TO THIS EFFECT. THE PRESIDENT 
HAD SAID, HE NOTED, THAT WHAT THEY COULD TRY TO SELL WAS 
THE MONKEY. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO MOLINA THAT THE BRITISH 
COULD NOT SELL THE MONKEY RIVER TO PRICE, AND INDEED WOULD 
HAVE A HARD TIME PERSUADING HIM TO ACCEPT ANY TERRITORIAL 
CESSION, ESPECIALLY A CESSION INVOLVING THE CAYS. MOLINA 
OBSERVED THAT IT WAS THE GUATEMALANS WHO WERE BEING ASKED 
TO RELINQUISH ALL THE TERRITORY. THE SECRETARY SAID HE 
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WOULD HAVE TO BE HONEST AND TELL MOLINA THERE WAS NOT A 
CHANCE IN THE WORLD FOR A SETTLEMENT ON THE MONKEY. 

5. ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN POINTED OUT THAT WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING WAS THAT THERE WAS MORE AND MORE SUPPORT, IN 
CLUDING AMONG LATIN AMERICANS, FOR BELIZE’S TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY. MOLINA SAID HE DID NOT THINK THIS WAS TRUE 

FOR THE LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, EXCEPT FOR PANAMA, 

BUT THE SECRETARY SAID HE KNEW OF SIX SUCH LATIN AMERICAN 
GOVERNMENTS. TODMAN NOTED THAT THE EFFECT OF THIS WOULD 
BE TO STRENGTHEN THE BRITISH POSITION. 

6. THERE WAS A GENERAL DISCUSSION OF A JOINT PROGRAM 
OF DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA, DURING WHICH MOLINA NOTED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF CONSULTING THE WISHES OF THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE AREA AFTER FIVE YEARS. HE CONTENDED THAT THE 
AFFECTED POPULATION OF SOME 9,000 WERE LARGELY MAYAN IN 
ORIGIN. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE DESIRABILITY OF JOINT EX- 
PLORATION OF THE CAYS AREA AND SAID HE THOUGHT, IF OIL 
WERE FOUND, THERE SHOULD BE ARRANGEMENTS TO DIVIDE IT. 

7. THE SECRETARY AGREED TO MOLINA S REQUEST THAT THEY MEET 
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AGAIN FOLLOWING MOLINA'S MEETING WITH THE BRITISH FOREIGN 
SECRETARY. CHRISTOPHER 
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